













































































/continued from page 153

Homelands, including the areas where they used to live
when they weren’t travelling and hunting. | loved travel-
ling throughout and thinking about how they looked at
the same mountains, hunted in the same areas, and lived
their lives in such a beautiful and abundant place.

| am less familiar with the Kaujamet mountains just
south of the park, but | have family members who travel
there to fish for char in the winter. We also pass the Kau-
majet mountains when travelling to the Park via speed-
boat during the summer months.

Even though Inuit don’t live in the Torngait and the
surrounding area permanently anymore, we still consid-
er them to be our ancestral Homelands. We still have
a strong connection that (in my opinion) has only been
severed by distance. We value, respect, and think of
the mountains daily and always wish to be there. We
consider ourselves to be lucky and privileged to travel

Megan Dicker, Inuit, Nunatsiavut, 2022, LC 3.21

there—despite our connection to the mountains, it is ex-
pensive to travel and stay at the base camp. Fuel itself is
expensive, and the supplies and food cost a lot in Nun-
atsiavut. Only those who can a ord the trips tend to go,
but our regional government is creating programs that
will provide opportunities for us to return to these Home-
lands. If we are not physically in the mountains, they are
always close at heart. (LC 3.21)

Figure 3.6: Collecting driftwood for a fire, Southwest Arm, Torngat Mountains National Park. Photo courtesy of Megan

Dicker, 2014.
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3.7.2 Incarcerated labour in mountains

Labour can quite literally make a place. The
western mountain parks would not look the way
that they do today without a history of forced
labour that spanned the frst half of the 20th
century. During the First World War, “intern-
ment camps” at Castle Mountain, Yoho, Cave and
Basin, and Jasper put “enemy aliens”—maostly
non-combatant men of ethnic heritages from cen-
tral and southern Europe—to work constructing
roads, bridges, and tourist attractions. In Revel-
stoke, the Scandinavian-descended immigrants
who promoted skiing in the area were interned
to build a park road (Clayton, 2016). During the
Depression, relief camps served similar purposes
of providing cheap labour for projects such as
the Banf-Jasper Highway. During the Second
World War, internment camps were set up for
Conscientious Objectors (e.g., Mennonites, Hut-
terites, Doukhobors, and Jehovah's Witnesses),
and for Japanese men evacuated from the West
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Coast (Waiser, 1995). While these camps within
the parks have been well documented in peer-
reviewed literature, little has been written about
Camp 133 at Ozada, on Morley Flats, just out-
side the park boundary but within the bounds
of Stoney Nakoda Reserves 142, 143, and 144.
We have found grey literature that suggests
this camp would be a rich topic for investigat-
ing cross-cultural encounters and connections
during unique historical circumstances. Michael
O’Hagan’s blog, POWs in Canada,® considers some
of the visual art produced by prisoners of war de-
picting tipis fying swastika-emblazoned fags
with the front ranges of the Rockies as a backdrop
(Fig. 3.8). We see, again, the western mountain
parks are well represented in the literature while
instances outside their bounds, though interest-
ing for their complex social relations, are less
covered in the peer-reviewed work.

13 https://powsincanada.ca/2022/03/03/seeing-double-
pow-artists-at-camp-133-ozada/

03ad0- fanade

Figure 3.8: “K.G. Lager 133, Ozada Canada,” 1943, Richard Schadler. Image courtesy of Michael O’Hagan.
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3.7.3 Military labour

Beyond the striking and historically signifcant
example of the Alaska Highway (see Sec. 3.7.4),
the mountainous landscapes and high-latitude
regions of northern British Columbia, the Yukon,
and Alaska (Boreal and Taiga Cordillera regions)
attracted and enabled a wide array of military ac-
tivities. During and after the Second World War,
military personnel and equipment from southern
Canada and the United States were transplanted
temporarily and semi-permanently at various
northern locales deemed strategic to bolster con-
tinental defence. The Soviet-Finnish Winter War
of 1939-1940, the Japanese invasion of Aleutian
Islands in 1942-1943, and the new reality of total
war that encompassed environments as well as
troops signalled the military necessity of under-
standing and preparing for confict in extreme
environments (Lackenbauer & Farish, 2007). In
waging the Cold War, military and defence o¥-
cials in Canada and the United States approached
the sub-Arctic and Arctic regions of North Amer-
ica as both a strategic weak point and a natural
training ground (Farish, 2010). Geography, ter-
rain, environmental conditions, transportation,
and other obstacles to military operations became
focal points for research and analysis, as did the
challenges of acclimating and acclimatising ma-
chines and bodies to the climatic rigours of the
continent (Godefroy, 2014).

Within this context, mountain warfare did not
receive special attention as an actionable military
consideration for ofcials in Ottawa. The mili-
tary training exercises that occurred in northern
Canada and Alaska at mid-century revealed the
important distinction between winter warfare
and Arctic warfare, but military ofFcials and stra-
tegic planners approached mountain warfare as
analogous to jungle combat (Lackenbauer & Kik-
kert, 2016). The distinct topographical features
of the Rocky Mountains (Montane Cordillera
region)—wooded ranges, frozen ground, lakes,
valleys, and snow—represented an extreme en-
vironment which, although challenging, it was
believed could be overcome by science, engineer-
ing, and human will. Soldiers received training in
cold-weather survival, often appropriating and
adapting traditional skills from Indigenous guides
and knowledge keepers. Skiing, snowshoeing, and
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ground and celestial navigation were equated
with training for operations in mountainous lo-
cales, but so, too, was the critical importance of
overcoming the human challenges of position-
ing soldiers in an extreme environment. Some
grey literature documents the experiences of
soldiers and researchers in 20th-century mil-
itary-sponsored endeavours (Jackson, 2022).
Mountain ranges in North America attracted
considerable military activity in the mid-20th
century, but the full extent of the human and
environmental consequences of that activity
remains largely unclear. Isolated studies of
specific regiments and individuals who trained
in the Canadian Rockies (Reichwein, 2014;
Smythe, 2013; Taylor, 1994) are an invitation to
scholars to expand upon their beginnings and
the excellent work that focuses on the Arctic
and sub-Arctic.

3.7.4 Built infrastructures

Built infrastructures shape how land is used and
experienced. For instance, see the literature on
the ways that infrastructures installed for the
1988 and 2010 Olympic Winter Games can have
lasting impacts on mountain places and the ways
people engage with them (Kariel & Kariel, 1988;
Sant, 2015).

3.7.5 Mountain professionals

One of the strongest assessments we can make
of how labour operates as a place-making tool is
the case of mountain professionals—guides, ava-
lanche technicians, researchers, surveyors, and
professional athletes. Two of our authors are
mountain professionals and have shared their
knowledge of how this group of people know
mountains as home.

The morning was crisp on the darkened
valley road, the rising sun just illuminating
the tops of Hermit range o to the north,
winds are barely tracible to us in the valley
but seems to be coming from the SSW, yet
at upper levels the clouds are wispy towards
the east .... The smell of earth from the dew
indicates that cooler nights are starting,
and it might be a wet walk into our camp.
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RECLAIMING DAN K’E (THE PEOPLE’S WAY)

Sometimes infrastructures can have e ects that are un-
foreseen or unintended. Beginning in 1942, the construc-
tion of the Alaska Highway by the United States military
led to a host of short and long-term consequences includ-
ing several epidemics between 1942-1948, the introduc-
tion of new goods and technologies, and short-term meat
shortages resulting from overhunting by US military and
civilian personnel (Nadasdy, 2003). One of our authors,
Elder Gudia Mary Jane Johnson (Lhu’aan Man Ku Dan)
lived through these changes and shared her knowledge
with CMA author Linda Johnson in conversations that
took place in September 2022. Together, they prepared
the following paragraphs.

During one frenzied year from 1942-43 the

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and a multitude of
contractors built the 2000-mile [1600-km] Alaska
Highway across the uncharted mountainous
regions of northern British Columbia, the Yukon
and into Alaska. Many First Nations’ men guided
the surveyors following their ancestors’ foot trails;
it followed that much of the original route was
built on the First Nations’ trails. The gravel road
opened the first permanent year-round transpor-
tation corridor from southern Canada and the
U.S. to these remote areas of North America. First
Nations communities, animals, even plant life felt
immediate and profound changes from that one
Second World War project—bulldozers, trucks, and
11,000 soldiers crowded into temporary camps
along the route causing damage to critical habitat,
overhunting animals and a ecting the food secu-
rity for both First Nation peoples and animals that
depended on those lands for food. Although some
northern people gained work opportunities and
the state of Alaska was thereby connected to the
lower 48, overall it was a very hard time for First
Nations families and communities who su ered
from epidemic diseases, displacement, and other
distressing experiences that had negative conse-
quences long after completion of the highway, the
e ects of which resonate to this day.

The post-Second World War era brought a flood
of newcomers along the new vehicle corridor into
Lhu'aana (the Kluane region): workers to maintain
the highway and to construct the parallel telegraph
line and eight-inch oil pipeline, then missionaries,
and entrepreneurs intent on pursuing fresh pros-
pects. Canadian federal government agents also

gained access to vast areas asserting new man-
agement regimes that a ected all aspects of life
for the First Nations people. In response to reports
of overhunting, the Yukon government amended
the Game Ordinance to limit the sale of meat and
hides and introduced trapline registration and reg-
ulations. The Yukon and Canadian governments
established the Kluane Game Preserve in 1943,
banning all First Nations people from large areas
west of the highway for hunting, trapping, and
fishing. While they still could gather plants for food
and medicines, they were banned from practicing
their traditions of animal and land conservation
that had helped to maintain ecological balance
and from being part of the sacred and natural
laws in bird, fish, animal, and plant communities
existing since time immemorial. The penalties
imposed on First Nations people for violations of
the newcomers’ laws were harsh and ongoing for
decades. With only meagre community consulta-
tion, the Kluane Game Preserve boundaries were
expanded by government with further restrictions
imposed after the creation of Kluane National Park
and Reserve in 1972.

The newly constructed highway permitted year-
round access for government o cials to enforce
laws requiring all First Nations children to attend
school, removing children from their families
and home communities to far distant residential
schools. Children were forced to cut their hair,
speak a di erent language, wear westernised
clothes, and eat a new high calorie, low nutritious
diet. All these policies, programs and practices
created devastating impacts and massive upheaval
for the First Nations Peoples in this mountain
region.

Many families were relocated by government
agents to land set aside within a di erent First
Nation’s Traditional Territory, some became en-
franchised and moved to non-Native communities
to make a monetary living. This new regime lacked
acknowledgement of millennia of First Nations’
governance, and instead sought to control every
aspect of their lives from birth to death. The re-
moval of children devastated communities, some
of which were left without children between the
ages of 5 to 18 years of age for decades. The
residential school policy is at the root of much
of the intergenerational trauma that continues in

MOUNTAINS AS HOMELANDS

161
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First Nations communities and has had devastat-
ing results such as language loss, loss of cultural
practices, fear and shame of ancestral knowledge
of their mountain homelands.

In the 1960s through the 1990s the people
began to assemble, gaining strength from Dah
Shaw (Our Elders: Nadene—Southern Tutchone—
Lhu'aana dialect) and from the American Indian
Movement (AIM) and other civil rights movements
around the world. Yukon First Nations reasserted
their inherent rights to land and water, they sought
to reclaim their Dan Kwanje (the People’s words),
culture, and Dan K’e (the People’s way). The
eleven First Nations who negotiated and signed
comprehensive Land Claims and Self Govern-
ment Agreements with Canada and the Yukon
governments transformed Yukon society, including
the restoration of hunting, fishing, gathering, and
trapping rights and co-management regimes for
Champagne & Aishihik First Nations, and Kluane
First Nations people within the national and territo-
rial parks in each First Nation’s Traditional Territory.

As the above paragraphs attest, roads meant to connect
also displace and disconnect animals, people and other

life from their Homelands. Further developments of in-
frastructures and modern-day resource extractive indus-
tries interact with other forces to influence governmental
policies that a ect land and water—any and all access
has intergenerational impacts. On the second day of the
CMA Learning Circle, Gudia Mary Jane Johnson (Lhu'aan
Méan Ku Dan) explained how after the U.S. Army used
the defoliant Agent Orange on the construction of the oil
pipeline paralleling the Alaska Highway: “years later we
saw many strong, healthy Dashaw—Our Elders sudden-
ly become sick with esophageal and stomach cancers”
(LC 3.22). “The loss of Dashaw—Our Elders profoundly
a ected our communities.”

Gudia Mary Jane Johnson, Lhu'aan
Man Ku Dan, 2022, L.C 3.22

The rufed wing swallow (Stelgidopteryx
rufkollis) songs and the all-pervading croak
of ravens (Corvus corax) are all around, the
mosquitoes attack behind our ears and
wherever skin is exposed, nonetheless our
woollies will be coming of once we get into
the sunny avalanche paths of open sections
of Arnica (Arnica cordifolia) and Mountain
Heather (Phyllodoce empetriformis) with cool
shadows of Alder (Alnus incana), Devils Club
(Oplopanax horridus) small trickling streams.
The path is rooted by stands of Hemlock
(Tsuga mertensiana), Yew (Taxus brevifolia),
and cedar (Thuja plicata) with open rocky in
places where ancient rockslides occurred....
Our packs are hardly noticeable except for
the odd creaking noise from our hip belts
and the slower pace on the steeper hills.
Cool air FlIs our lungs in the shadows, and
warm dust coats our throats in the open.
As we ascend, the elevation is notable by
the sweet smell of Fir (Abies lasiocarpa) with
pockets of strong sour smell of Valerian
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(Valeriana sitchensis) .... As the snow melts
rocks from their peccaries’ ledges, we hear
rock fall from higher areas across the valley.
(Tim Patterson, 1979)

This is a segment from a trip log, detailing minute
observations made during a hike into camp and
capturing the writer’s sense of being embedded
inacomplex, layered, and dynamic place (Duncan
& Agnew, 2014). Mountain professionals develop a
strong, often emotionally charged sense of place
as they move through the mountains for their
work. This connection is built through practice,
language, and learning, cultivating strong attach-
ments to mountains as more than a worksite or
playground, but intimately as a home (Bachelard
etal., 1969).

Exposure to the dangers of moving in environ-
ments characterised by snow and ice, exposed
terrain, extreme weather, and risk of avalanches
or rock falls imbues mountain professionals’
sense of home with raw emotional power. Many,
especially those working at high elevations have
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lost colleagues and friends. For some, this adds to
their depth of feelings for mountains, as emotion-
ally charged memories further feelings of being
at home in the mountains. There is a body of grey
literature dealing with how professional and ama-
teur mountain athletes deal with the give and take
of mountains (e.g., Roberts, 1968), some of which
considers the diferential stakes for women and
parents (e.g., Mort, 2022; Tabei, 2017), but, with
the exception of recent Flms (Mortimer & Rosen,
2021; Mosher, 2021), we found none that did so for
mountains in Canada. We judge this to be a worth-
while topic for further scholarly investigation.

Deep senses of place and feelings of being at
home in the mountains develop through prac-
tices of hiking, skiing, climbing, and working
among mountains over days, months, and years,
they develop a layering of experience. Profession-
als must understand and familiarise themselves
with the characteristics and qualities of mountain
landscapes, as is evident from the above excerpt.
In the process of doing so, they become inti-
mately connected with the places they frequent.
Such practices orient mountain professionals to
dwell in mountains as places of experience and
meaning—what Edward Casey identifes as ‘thick
places’ (2001)—rather than experience them as
venues merely for exploration and consumption.

This process is further developed through lan-
guage. Mountain professionals typically speak
about their experiences subjectively, informed by
years of experience. This is best seen in morning
briefngs where weather, snow, or route condi-
tions are outlined and discussed with reference
to knowledge of past circumstances of particular
places. Their stories are situated in the landscape
(Basso, 1996). Anthropologists have examined
how matrices of stories extend and deepen ex-
periences of place (Cruikshank, 1998). Frequent
use of anecdotes, metaphors, and jokes in moun-
tain professionals’ narratives demonstrates the
lived experience of their knowledge. This is cap-
tured well in Métis mountaineer and guide Barry
Blanchard’s The Calling: A Life Rocked by Mountains
(2014). Blanchard’s stories reveal a deep, intimate
knowledge of mountains.

The acquisition and transmission of knowledge
of place playsaformative role, in conjunction with
movement through mountain spaces, in develop-
ing professionals’ intimate relation to mountain
places. Mountain professionals are, by necessity,
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students of mountains. Knowledge of snowpack,
terrain features, ecology, and weather is neces-
sary for successful forays into the mountains. The
knowledge acquired through observation, prac-
tice, and experience are among the gifts mountain
professionals receive from working and being in
the mountains. For guides, avalanche specialists,
professional athletes, and the like who make their
living out of moving through mountains, their
montane homes are places of layered meaning
and identifcation.

With the proliferation of adventure travel
and social media, more people are coming to the
mountains. The increase in popularity of moun-
tain activities is both a blessing and a curse for
mountain professionals and their communities.
Those seeking mountain experiences will look to
hire professionals and thereby support the guid-
ing industry, and they will unknowingly rely on
the services of avalanche specialists, researchers,
and others to ensure they stay safe. While the
mountains have been commodifed since at least
the advent of railway tourism, the increased
volume of trafc and the greater commodif-
cation of experiences in the mountains impact
mountain denizens and the landscapes them-
selves (Taylor, 2007; Zezulka-Mailloux, 2007).
These changes can alter the relationship between
mountain professionals and the places they work,
sometimes challenging the sense of home they
Tnd within the mountains.

Although our understanding of these topics
is informed by frst-hand author experiences,
we note that there is little peer-reviewed social
sciences literature on the topic of mountain
professionals’ experiences of place in moun-
tain regions in Canada. Notable exceptions are
recent, generally critical, studies concerning
gender in mountain professions. Women com-
prise approximately 10-15% of the Canadian
guiding and avalanche industry workforce. A
2019 study amongst industry associations found
that gender discrimination afects 1 in 2 female
guides, and that this is primarily centred on per-
ceptions of their competence as compared to
male peers (Reimer & Eriksen, 2022). Guiding and
avalanche work, it seems, carries with it colonial
legacies of mountains as White cis-male spaces.
This becomes apparent in perceptions within the
profession (and likely also outside). One study
participant shared, “As a White male, | am the
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sought after ‘ideal’ of a guide and | am treated as
such”; and another, “if you are not White male,
you'd better be ultra-competent and strong”
(p. 157). Lived experiences of gender discrim-
ination in the guiding industry, from higher to
lower frequency, centred on: 1) competence; 2)
motherhood; 3) traditional gender roles; and
4) hostile, sexualized work environments. The
2019 study also found that 1 in 3 women in the
profession experienced sexual harassment, and
of those, 30% experienced unwanted touching
or further violation. Of those harassing experi-
ences, 60% were instigated by fellow guides and
co-workers (Reimer & Eriksen, 2022). Critical ex-
amination of the efects of this on the felt sense
of belonging and safety for women in the moun-
tains is an emerging area of research. It seems
to us that there is room for work along these
lines that carefully considers the specifcity of
context, including how gender, class, language,
and race infuence how mountain professionals
experience and work in mountain spaces.

3.8 Governance in Contemporary
Mountain Spaces

3.8.1 Mountains as borderlands

Mountains have long been regarded as natural
borders and states have used them to support
territorial claims (Debarbieux & Rudaz, 2015;
Hansen, 2013). Certainly, mountains can act as
barriers. Daniel Sims (Tsay Keh Dene First Na-
tion), observed during the CMA Learning Circle
that the mountains surrounding his community
are part of the reason why they enjoy greater
access and governance over their Traditional Ter-
ritory (LC 3.23). Geographer Cole Harris made an
analogous point about the e®Fcacy of mountain

Daniel Sims, Tsay Keh Dene First Nation, 2022, LC 3.23
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geographies as blockades to colonial law (Harris,
2008) (see Sec. 3.6.1). Scholarly work considering
mountains and national borders in the Cana-
dian context tends to be natural scientifc and
bureaucratic in orientation, often concerned
with megafauna migration across international
boundaries (Jones, 2010; Proctor et al., 2012, 2015,
2018), and international water treaties such as
the Columbia River Treaty (Cosens, 2012; Hirsch,
2020). Academic work investigating mountains in
Canada as boundaries assumed, made, and main-
tained appears to be lacking. The related topic
of mountain warfare—its impacts on people and
places, and how mountains shape practices of
war—is also explored for other mountain regions
(Kemkar, 2006), but we have found nothing on
this topic in the Canadian context.

3.8.2 Indigenous governance in
mountain places

Mountain regions—like all other regions in North
America—are characterised by complex, long-
standing, political relationships between Indig-
enous Peoples and their Traditional Territories
and with settler-colonial states and governance
systems, including treaties, imposed land owner-
ship arrangements in contexts where they were
alien, and much more. This section explores these
relationships through engaging with Indigenous
governance or the many ways that Indigenous
Peoples have governed themselves and continue
to do so despite the profound impacts of historic
and ongoing colonialism. We found that there is
minimal literature explicitly about Indigenous
governance of mountain regions. We fnd there
are two main reasons for this. First, the literature
about Indigenous Peoples in mountain spaces
often fails to acknowledge that Indigenous ways
of knowledge and being expressed through oral
history and practice also contain knowledge about
governance and law (Todd, 2016; Whyte, 2017). We
understand this misrecognition or overlooking of
the existence of Indigenous governance and law
to be aform of settler-colonial violence, grounded
in ontological diference, that has tremendous
implications for the ability of Indigenous Peo-
ples to maintain their collective continuance
(Todd, 2016; Whyte, 2017). Second, when there is
literature on Indigenous governance relevant to
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mountain spaces, it often simply occurs in moun-
tain spaces rather than being explicitly about
governance of uniquely mountainous spaces and
relations. While it is beyond the scope of this
review to examine all literature on Indigenous
governance in mountain spaces, below we pres-
ent several examples.

The 15-year Peel Watershed Regional Land
Use Planning process in Yukon is a story of en-
vironmental protection, Indigenous governance,
and conservation in a mountain region (Section
adapted from Wilson, 2020; see also Staples et
al., 2013). The Peel Watershed Planning Commis-
sion developed a plan in 2011 (through a 7-year
co-management process outlined in Chapter 11 of
the Yukon Final Agreements). The recommended
plan did not meet the Yukon government’s expec-
tation due to the high degree of protected lands
(80% protected). Rather than making recommen-
dations to the plan developed by the Commission,
the Yukon Government developed their own
plan including new land use designations and
reduced protected areas (71% open for min-
eral exploration and 29% protected lands). The
Yukon Government’s decision was the subject of
legal action by three First Nations (First Nation
of Nacho Nyak Dun, Tr'ondék Hwéch’in, and
Gwich’in Tribal Council), along with the Yukon
Chapter-Canadian Parks and Wilderness Soci-
ety and Yukon Conservation Society including a
series of court cases between 2014 and 2017 that
went all the way to the Supreme Court of Canada.
In 2014, the Yukon Supreme Court ruled in their
favour stating that the Yukon Government’'s
actions did not refect reconciliation as funda-
mental to the “spirit and intent” of modern land
claim agreements (The First Nation of Nacho Nyak
Dun v. Yukon, 2014). The Yukon Government ap-
pealed this decision, and in 2015 the Yukon Court
of Appeal partially reversed the Yukon Supreme
Court’s decision (The First Nation of Nacho Nyak Dun
v. Yukon, 2015). First Nations appealed this second
decision and the Supreme Court ruled in favour of
the First Nations sending the parties back to the
point in the process where “Yukon can approve,
reject, or modify the Final Recommended Plan”
(First Nation of Nacho Nyak Dun v. Yukon, 2017 SCC 58,
2017).

While the Peel trial was about interpreting how
the land use planning process in Yukon is laid out,
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it has broad implications for Indigenous-State rec-
onciliation in Canada. It makes clear that modern
land claims, which create a framework for shared
governance between First Nations and settler-
colonial governments, should not be interpreted
in a narrow legalistic manner. Instead, the case
a®rms that reconciliation is fundamental to the
implementation of modern land claims including
provisions for co-management, which are legally
binding and the “Crown” must act honourably
in their implementation (Langlois & Truesdale,
2015a, 2015b). This means that settler-colonial
governments have a responsibility to interpret
the terms of land claims agreements generously
and with the intent to achieve reconciliation. The
Tnal approved plan was completed in 2019 (Peel
Watershed Planning Commission, 2019).

Indigenous Peoples in mountain places are
also working hard to revitalise their Indigenous
law and governance systems. Examples can be
found through the work of the Relaw (“Revital-
izing Indigenous law”) program with West Coast
Environmental Law. For instance, since 2017, the
Taku River Tlingit, whose Traditional Territory
is located in northern British Columbia (Boreal
Cordillera) have been working to revitalise their
governance system as a “living law that can and
should be taught, learned and used every day”
(West Coast Environmental Law, 2022a). They
have documented their process in a video.™
Similarly, the smalgmix, the syilx people of the
Similkameen Valley in southern British Columbia
(Montane Cordillera), issued a declaration stating
the n?aysnula?xw snxa?cnitkw (Ashnola Water-
shed in its entirety) as an Indigenous Protected
and Conserved Area (IPCA) (West Coast Environ-
mental Law, 2022b).

3.9 Conclusion

As the stories recounted and assessed in this chap-
ter demonstrate, mountain homes and Home-
lands are places of complex, layered histories,
evolving and competing practices and represen-
tations, and wells of cultural and spiritual mean-
ing for Indigenous and non-Indigenous people.

14 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lvCOtpOMpFk
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Gudia Mary Jane Johnson, Lhu'aan
Man Ku Dan, 2022, LC 3.24

Yet, to have mountains as a Homeland is difer-
ent from having one’s home in the mountains. In
closing the meeting of the Canadian Mountain As-
sessment Learning Circle, Elder Gudia Mary Jane
Johnson (Lhu’aan Man Ku Dan) refected on the
fact that:

We came from diferent mountain regions
on the land. We came from the St. Elias,
where | come from; the Rockies, down in
this area; the Mountain Dene mountains; the
mountains in interior British Columbia;

the Chic-Choc mountains in Quebec; a little
bit of the Torngat mountains in Labrador.
So, we're really from all places. (LC 3.24)

In light of this geographical and cultural diversity
of mountain Homelands, we have endeavoured
to be careful and specifc in our thinking and
our words. At the same time, Gudia Mary Jane
reminds us that the “one thing that has brought
us all together is that we all come from the land”
(LC 3.24). MNlustrating this similarity, Learning
Circle Indigenous Knowledge Holders repeatedly
commented on how many of them face similar
pressures and threats to their Homelands and
access to these lands, a topic that will be treated
at greater length in Chapter 5; Mountains Under
Pressure.

Despite all that we have learned from in pre-
paring this chapter, there are numerous gaps
in the topics and regions we were able to assess
given the limitations of author expertise and time
constraints (Table 3.1). The state of knowledge for
these areas and issues remains uncertain.

Overall, we have found that the literature
on mountain Homelands and homes gravitates
toward the west, with mountain regions in Al-
berta, British Columbia, and the Yukon accounting
for the bulk of the material.
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We found that there is a decent amount of
English-language literature on multispecies re-
lations, but that French-language scholarship is
more limited. The multispecies literature tends
to focus on Indigenous relations with animals
and plants; we note that with the exception of a
few well-known studies (e.g., Cruikshank, 2005),
there are few concerned with relations to beings
other than plants and animals. With the possible
exception of the case of bears, studies concerned
with non-Indigenous peoples’ multispecies rela-
tionships with non-humans are an area to which
scholars could productively contribute, as are
the ways that mountains can serve as religious or
spiritual places for non-Indigenous peoples in Ca-
nadian contexts.

While we know quite a lot about the ways that
settler colonial infrastructures, ideas, represen-
tations, and practices shaped mountain regions
in the West, in particular the Rocky Mountains,

Table 3.1: Examples of topics not assessed in this
chapter

Non-Indigenous religious and spiritual experiences of
mountains in Canada

The multispecies relations around salmon in the Atlantic
Maritime and Boreal Shield Region

2SLGBTQI+ experiences of mountains outside the context
of recreation

The role of tourism in shaping mountain homes and
Homelands

The specifics of early colonial incursion for each mountain
region in Canada

The role of heritage preservation in shaping mountain
parks & protected areas

The specific histories and analysis of the governance for
each mountain park & protected area

Extraction labour as a form of place making in mountains

The role of lobbyists of various kinds (industrial,
environmentalist) in shaping mountain places

Scholarship relevant for place-making in Arctic Cordillera,
Interior Hills North, Interior Hills West, and Interior Hills
Central regions

Specifics of literatures for mountain place-making
in Atlantic Maritime and Boreal Shield, and Eastern
Subarctic regions
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we deem that there is more to be known about
how these were established and continue to op-
erate in other mountain regions. The impacts and
workings of systems of private land is another
area where we noticed an opportunity for greater
scholarly engagement. We believe that more stud-
ies that carefully treat such systems as diverse
and changing over time, with an eye to their onto-
logical implications for how land is known, used,
and experienced, would be especially welcome
for our understanding of mountain Homelands
and homes.

We note that one important virtue of studies
that investigate non-Indigenous peoples’ multi-
species and spiritual relations in mountains, as
well as those that examine the precise, ongoing
workings of settler colonialism is that such work
can reveal non-Indigenous and colonial ways of
knowing and doing as one type among many,
rather than as “natural”, “normal”, or “default”.

Based on our assessment of the role recreation
plays in the shaping of mountains as home and its
impact on mountains as Homelands, we conclude
that the following areas are subjects about which
we need to know more: how various forms of rec-
reation in addition to skiing and mountaineering
have shaped mountains in Canada and their de-
mographics; how recreational practices difer
across mountain regions in Canada; intersec-
tional experiences of mountain places through
recreation; how race, specifcally, intersects with
recreation in the context of mountains, and how
tourist experiences can impact governance of
mountain spaces through advocacy groups and
lobbying. We also noted an opportunity in the
literature to study the impacts and alterations
which commodifcation and increased visitor

Glossary

Indigenous Epistemologies and Ontologies: Indig-
enous Peoples, and their ways of knowing and being,
have been suppressed and marginalised through colo-
nialism both historically and in an ongoing manner. In
spite of this, Kim TallBear (Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate)
reminds us, “[IJndigenous peoples have never forgot-
ten that non-humans are agential beings engaged in
social relations that profoundly shape human lives”
(TallBear, 2015, p. 234). Yet, Western knowledge sys-
tems are limited in their capacity to account fully for
Indigenous worldviews (Hunt, 2014; Z. C. Todd, 2016;
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tra®c have on mountain homes and Homelands,
a topic taken up in greater detail in Chapter 5.

The topic of governance, both Indigenous and
non-Indigenous, in mountain regions in Canada is
aweak point in our assessment due to the compo-
sition of our author group. We agree much more
can be surveyed and known about how legal and
political systems shape mountain homes and
Homelands for all their denizens, human and non-
human.

Finally, we note that while there is literature
on the ways that Indigenous Peoples in Canada
were dispossessed or barred from their moun-
tain Homelands, there are fewer documented
stories detailing resistance, refusal, and co-opt-
ing of colonial structures for the purpose of
re-establishing and maintaining connection to
mountain Homelands. We know these stories
exist because we heard them from our colleagues
at the CMA Learning Circle, and we have tried to
highlight them where we could. However, this lack
of understanding seems symptomatic of a more
general feature of the literature. Topics exploring
how Indigenous Peoples cultivate and maintain
mountain Homelands are generally treated in
isolation from those considering how non-Indig-
enous people are at home in mountains, except
when the stories are ones of hegemony and dis-
possession. We are uncertain to what extent this
may be an artefact of the framing we have used
in this chapter. Still, our framing seems unable
to fully account for this observed separation. It
seems, then, that there is an opportunity, even a
need, for studies that weave together, in fulsome
ways, the multiple, interconnected, and ever-
evolving stories of mountain Homelands and
homes.

Watts, 2013). Consequently, Indigenous ontologies are
frequently seen as cultural perceptions that occupy
the realm of “myth” or “belief.” There is a need to
take Indigenous Peoples’ ontological assumptions lit-
erally rather than symbolically (Hunt, 2014; Nadasdy;,
2007) and by doing so to take seriously the possibility
and politics of multiple worlds that include an active
role for non-human relations such as plants, animals,
rocks, glaciers, water, and more. Sarah Hunt (Kwagi-
ulth, of the Kwakwaka'wakw Nation) points out that
to move beyond the limits of Western knowledge we
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must centre Indigenous Knowledge Holders including
the “work of Indigenous thinkers (scholars, Elders,
community leaders, activists, community members)
[which] contain a wealth of place-specifc practices for
understanding how categories of being are made pos-
sible within diverse Indigenous cultures” (Hunt, 2014,
p. 27). Much of this, we believe, has not been captured
in our assessment.

Indigenous Governance: Indigenous governance refers
to the many ways that Indigenous Peoples have gov-
erned themselves and continue to do so despite the
profound impacts of historic and ongoing settler-
colonialism on their “collective continuance,” in-
cluding ways of life, health, and culture (Barker, 2011;
Borrows, 2002; Coulthard, 2014; Ladner, 2017; Napo-
leon, 2013; Simpson, 2014; Whyte, 2017). Indigenous
governance starts from the assumption that all Indige-
nous Peoples “had self-complete, non-state systems of
social ordering that were successful enough for them
to continue as societies for tens of thousands of years”
(Napoleon & Friedland, 2014, p. 3). While disrupted by
historic and ongoing colonialism, knowledge of these
systems persists in practice and oral traditions (Bor-
rows, 2002; Napoleon, 2013). Indigenous Peoples are
working to revitalise their legal and governance sys-
tems and to assert their self-determination within and
outside of processes of state-based recognition (Coult-
hard, 2014). While Indigenous ontologies and episte-
mologies are often misidentifed as just being about
relationships to the environment or cultural under-
standings, Indigenous governance scholarship and
practice reminds us that they are complete systems
that also contain knowledge about governance and law
(Todd, 2016; Whyte, 2017).

Ontology and Epistemology: Ontologies are ways of
being and epistemologies are ways of knowing. Ontolo-
gies are systems of identifcation and classifcation that
defne the boundaries between things in the world (De-
scola, 2013). By way of analogy, if the world is a room,
an ontology is a description of the furniture in it, and
how they are arranged in relationships to one another.
There are diferent ways to furnish rooms and difer-
ent ways to arrange their placements, so, too, are there
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