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By and large, geostrategic considerations seem to treat the two poles as 
distinct. Yet, when Christian spent a year in Australia, he realized the 
considerable and arguably growing geostrategic complementarity be-
tween the Arctic and Antarctic along with the Southern Ocean. At the 
same time, Douglas was increasingly drawn into resolving some of the 
complex interactions of sovereignty and environmental security in the 
Arctic through his establishment of the Arctic Domain Awareness Center 
at the University of Alaska. So, we orchestrated a dialogue among some 
clever strategic minds across the northern and southern hemispheres. Five 
years on, this open access book is the result. The time that has elapsed 
since this project was initially conceived has only reinforced concern 
about the deleterious impact of adversarial behaviour and climate change 
on both poles, the need to learn from complementary experiences, and 
opportunities for cross-polar collaboration among allies and partners to 
shape the geostrategic environment across both poles. Polar ice caps that 
used to be flyover country at the edge of the world have become central 
to geostrategic competition. How that competition plays out has serious 
ramifications for environmental, political, economic, and human security 
and stability around the globe.

Australian Defence underwrote the initial project with competitive 
funding from their Strategic Policy Grants Program, which, inter alia, 
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broader importance that it agreed to facilitate open access publication of 
this volume through its fairly new office in Australia. We are especially 
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as her successor, Bertil Wenger.
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leagues in the Arctic Initiative of the Harvard Kennedy School’s Belfer 
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completion. Often the most challenging part of completing a multi-auth-
ored volume as this one is left at the end, where all of the fine details of 
editing are resolved. Daniel Bicknell found time to help considerably in 
pulling these all together.
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chapter.
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Far from being the be all and end all on this topic, this volume instead 
intends to raise the geostrategic spectre of the two poles to enable a broad-
er, more informed conversation. For too long this topic has flown under 
the radar; the intent here is to put the Polar Cousins on the radar to fos-
ter a more comprehensive and integrated approach to global geostrategy 
among the Five Eyes countries in particular, and polar allies and partners 
more generally. This volume’s title is inspired by a book John Blaxland 
published some years ago on the way common interests yet divergent do-
mestic circumstances encourage bilateral collaboration that manifests in 
different security strategies.

As Christian has written elsewhere, the Five Eyes,–the United States, 
the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand–are the world’s 
most powerful and long-standing foreign policy coordination mech-
anism, which sits at the apex of the international security pyramid. The 
Anglosphere security community of like-minded states is characterized 
by shared norms, values, and practices. This Anglo-American tradition in 
foreign affairs has traditionally perpetuated and staked its reputation on 
a common set of core national interests: sovereignty; security; prosperity; 
national, regional, international, and transnational security and stability, 
including the liberal international rules-based order as well as a democrat-
ic conception of the rule of law; and fundamental human rights. By virtue 
of their geostrategic proximity, these five countries have a disproportion-
ate stake in the two polar regions. 

What happens in the polar regions used to stay in the polar regions–
not anymore.

Christian Leuprecht
Kingston, Ontario

August 2022
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