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APPENDIX 1

Building a Community-Directed Work
of Oral History

By Sabina Trimble, Peter Fortna, Willow Springs Strategic Solutions

Remembering Our Relations is a community-directed, collaborative work
of oral history. The book has been one important result of a long-term, jus-
tice-oriented research initiative that the Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation
(ACFN) community has been working on for several decades. We wanted to
take some space here to discuss the work that led up to A History of Wood
Buffalo National Park’s Relations with the Dénesyhné, the 2021 research
report that resulted in this book, in order to highlight the relationships on
which the work depended. In this appendix, we share the history of how the
report and book came together and discuss the roles of members and staff
of ACFN as the leaders and overseers of the project, as well as collaborators
in diverse ways, and of us at Willow Springs Strategic Solutions (WSSS) as
settler partners, researchers, and consultants. We also highlight some of the
complexities and challenges, and the interesting possibilities, of working
together in the context of a global pandemic that has necessitated separation
and isolation.

Background to Remembering Our Relations

Much of the work that led up to Remembering Our Relations began before the
idea for the book emerged. Members, ancestors, and relations of ACEN laid
the foundation for the work by calling out and resisting colonial encroach-
ments and passing down their oral histories. Indeed, Dénesytiné people have
been engaged in research and activism in direct response to the history of
Wood Buffalo National Park for generations. Decades of research by the late
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ACEFN Elders Pat Marcel and Alec Bruno formed an important catalyst and
starting place for this project. They spoke out often about their own fam-
ilies” traumatic experiences and what they saw to be Treaty 8 violations and
widespread harms that accompanied the establishment and expansion of the
Park. They pressed for many years for the community’s oral histories to be
gathered, along with government records and other documents, to tell the
story of the Park from a Dene perspective.

In 2019, ACFN leadership, including the Elders’ Council and Chief and
Council, initiated a research project with the intention to tell the story of
WBNP. The goal was to gather evidence to inform ACFN’s plans to nego-
tiate with Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) and Crown-
Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada (CIRNAC) for a formal,
public apology and reparations for harms the predecessors of these branches
committed against members of the community through the creation, expan-
sion, and management of Wood Buffalo National Park. Much of the archival
and oral history research at the heart of this book was initially completed
for this larger initiative. Before the work began, ACFN established a steering
committee to direct the work and keep it in line with the community’s goals.
The committee was comprised of ACFN Elders, staff, and youth, including
the late Elder Pat Marcel, Rose Ross, Lisa Tssessaze, Olivia Villebrun, Leslie
Wiltzen, Brian Fung, and Jay Telegdi. Later, Willow Springs and the Nation’s
legal and public relations teams, including staft at Counsel Public Affairs, Inc.
and Larry Innes at Olthuis Kleer Townshend Law, also became involved with
the committee. The committee was a cornerstone throughout all stages of the
work and oversaw all phases—developing the project, managing its progress,
navigating the research and writing processes, engaging with community on
aregular basis, and bringing the report to the negotiating table, and eventual-
ly, to the publication process. Lisa Tssessaze, Rose Ross, and Jay Telegdi espe-
cially played leading roles in the coordination and development of the project.

Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation hired Willow Springs Strategic
Solutions in late 2019 to begin documenting the history and intergenerational
impacts of WBNP. Leadership and the steering committee wanted to build
a strong case through extensive archival and oral historical research and
through a systematic review of existing scholarly literatures and research pre-
viously conducted by the Nation and adjacent communities. In Research as
Resistance, Susan Strega and Leslie Brown argue that transparency is key for
any researcher wishing to work with communities in good relation.! As white
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settler researchers living and working in Indigenous homelands, and usual-
ly working in relation with Indigenous Knowledge, we understand that it is
important to reflect on our positionality and privilege and to discuss our role
in the process. Willow Springs is a settler-owned research consultancy that
focuses on historical research; we often work with Indigenous communities
in northern Alberta. Peter had worked with ACFN on several other projects
over the previous decade, so he had an existing relationship with members of
the community and ACFN leadership. This meant that we came to the pro-
ject familiar with Elder Pat Marcel’s foundational research, and other work
that ACFN or other researchers had previously conducted that could assist in
our work. The role of WSSS in this project was to gather stories and sources,
help manage the project, and develop the findings and analyses into a report.
Sabina Trimble, Peter Fortna and, Tara Joly (from 2019 to 2020), led the ar-
chival and oral history research. Sabina and Peter wrote the initial report
drafts and the introductory text for the chapters of this book and helped with
project planning and coordination.

Research in Indigenous communities by non-Indigenous peoples has
often been extractive and violent. Maori scholar Linda Tuhiwai Smith fam-
ously describes research as “the dirtiest word in the Indigenous world’s vo-
cabulary.” She points to the “imperial legacies of Western knowledge and the
ways in which those legacies continue to influence knowledge institutions to
the exclusion of Indigenous peoples and their aspirations.” Social sciences
research has advanced harmful and discriminatory ideas that inform and
justify oppressive policy, colonial dispossessions and eliminationism, and
extractive activity around the world. Power is also inequitably distributed in
research relationships, resulting in violence within the relationship itself and
in the research outcomes. This is almost inevitable when the person hold-
ing the pen (or the audio recorder) has control over research questions, the
time and place where research takes place, data analysis, and the structure of
the narrative. Moreover, Métis historian Adam Gaudry contends that, “just
as corporations aspire to extract resources from Indigenous lands, much
research within Indigenous communities is an extractive process.” This in-
cludes the extraction of Indigenous knowledge and stories from commun-
ities and publishing those in the name of “academic freedom” with blatant
disregard for sacredness, protocol, and ceremony, or for Indigenous People’s
individual and collective intellectual property rights.* Researchers who work
with communities extract knowledge and stories and often benefit much
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more from the relation than the communities themselves, whose knowledge
and experience are at the centre of the research. So, while researchers enjoy
income, career advancement, awards, and public respect, community goals
are rarely advanced.

Critics have called “for an end to research ‘on’ the marginalized” rather
than ‘with” or ‘by’ them. They have advanced community-led and -empow-
ering, anti-oppressive, and collaborative approaches.’ To realize the ethic of
“nothing about us without us,” critics argue, researchers must relinquish their
assumed role as “expert” and “owner” and privilege local leadership, know-
ledge, and ways of knowing. “Indigenous knowledge,” argues Gaudry, “is valid
on its own terms and is capable of standing on its own.” All forms of know-
ledge-making and every historical source should thus be “read differently and
evaluated on their own merits in a way that is not predetermined by their
form,” as community-engaged historian Madeline Knickerbocker puts it.”
Anthropologist Leslie Robertson explains in her collaborative research with
members of the Kwagu’l Gixsam Clan, the production of historical knowledge
thus becomes “a long conversation” that honours and uplifts the “analyses,
descriptions and explanations of knowledgeable partners in the research.”
Moreover, researchers must “place community concerns above all others in
the research process and put forward an empowering and decolonized view
of the people with whom they conduct the research.” Community members
centrally involved throughout the work, Gaudry argues, and “the final judges
of the validity and effectiveness of the research.”

We agree. As paid consultants whose names are on the front cover of
the book, there is no question we have benefitted from the work. But the in-
tentions of the ACFN community have always been at the heart of our in-
volvement. We aimed to work in a way that opposes harmful practice and is
on the community’s terms, within their timeline, and under their guidance.
We attempted to balance our role between making meaningful and worth-
while contributions of our resources, knowledge, and capacity as a research
consultancy and providing leadership where it made sense to do so, and fore-
grounding ACFN’s leadership, knowledge, and experiences and, most im-
portantly, advancing their goals. Our involvement with the steering commit-
tee and engagement with the wider community were important to navigating
this balance. The central goals of the History of Wood Buffalo National Park’s
Relations with the Dénesytiné report and of Remembering Our Relations have
always been to honour and amplify the knowledge, stories, memories, and
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histories of ACFN members and their ancestors—this is why ACFN is listed
as the first author. It is their stories, their knowledge, their interpretations and
analyses, their goals that make this book what it is. The project was designed
to be collaborative and to ensure that ACFN holds the authority over how
and when the research proceeded, what questions were asked, how the narra-
tive would be told, and where the information that went into the report—in-
cluding all archival texts, secondary sources, and oral history recordings and
transcriptions—would be held. Digital and physical copies of all the sources
we had gathered are housed in the Nation’s own offices and archives, as well
as in a shared cloud space that WSSS administrates.

Doing the work

The work depended on engagement with many members of the commun-
ity and close listening to the oral histories passed down from generation to
generation. We also worked with an expansive written record housed across
provincial and national archives, containing tens of thousands of pages pro-
duced by various government departments and branches, churches, and local
Indigenous leaders. Early on, WSSS and the community steering committee
together identified research questions and developed a phased plan to guide
the project. We proposed several phases to approach the work, involving
community engagement and extensive analysis of diverse written texts.

The first phase of the project, and a large role that WSSS played, was to
gather copies of relevant texts to construct the research report and provide
the ACFN with digital and physical copies of all texts, so the community
could grow their local archives for future use. We conducted a deep review
of archival texts and of prior research by ACFN, as well as in-depth reviews
of other relevant academic literature and texts produced by other Indigenous
communities, local industry, governments, and other consultants. Peter and
Tara did most of the labour of identifying and digitizing textual sources that
would be critical to this story, initially working with ACFN members and
staff from Parks Canada. All texts gathered have been digitized and saved
in multiple formats now housed by the Nation. Parks Canada staft helped
identify, access, and prioritize non-digitized texts from relevant collections
at Library and Archives Canada (LAC). The team also gathered records from
the Provincial Archives of Alberta and ACFN’s community records.

Our access to archival documents was strained in several ways. Archival
records are not always easily accessible to remote Indigenous communities
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researching their histories. For projects like this, the limitations can be ser-
ious even though the stakes are high: communities are often working with
restrictive budgets and narrow timelines to pursue research that could have
long-term, material impacts on members. While LAC has digitized many
non-restricted Indian Affairs files (RG10) and Parks Branch files (RG84), the
same could not be said of the full extent of the Department of the Interior -
Northern Affairs Branch (RG85) collection, where the pre-1950s documents
related to the Park are housed." Travel to archives in Ottawa, Winnipeg, or
Vancouver and costly copy requests were the only means to access many of
the files documenting the most critical decades in ACFN’s history with the
Park. These challenges were compounded by the global pandemic—some-
thing many historical researchers in Canada experienced during these years.
Library and Archives Canada was closed to visitors for much of 2020 and 2021
and the copy request system was backed up for months. When the archives
re-opened in summer 2021, physical access was by appointment only and
spots were limited. We worked around these challenges through requesting
digital copies of records from LAC and the Provincial Archives of Alberta, by
working with copies of documents that Parks Canada shared with the team
digitally, and by accessing copies that ACFN already had in their community
records for other projects. The volume of material we amassed was substan-
tive, notwithstanding the limitations. In summer 2022, after the report and
an initial book draft were complete, we received copies of thousands of addi-
tional pages of archival materials that LAC digitized for us. We updated both
the report and the book manuscript after receiving the new documents.

The second phase of the research plan was to focus on the oral histories.
Sabina and Peter began, as discussed in the Introduction to Remembering Our
Relations, by gathering and reviewing the existing transcriptions and audio
recordings of oral histories that had been recorded for other community-led
projects from the 1970s to the 2010s. With the leadership and coordination
of the steering committee, Willow Springs also conducted the oral history
interviews that occurred from 2020 to 2021. The interview questions were
drafted by Tara Joly and then underwent several revisions by the committee.
The oral history work progressed relatively smoothly until spring 2020, when
the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic halted all plans of in-person commun-
ity engagement, leading to delays and compromises. To ensure the health and
safety of the community and all participants, in-person committee meetings
and plans for oral history interviews and focus groups were put on hold. In
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December 2020, ACEN leadership determined that the work must proceed
remotely. This was in part so the team could time the release of the report so
it would align with the national celebrations likely to accompany the 100th
anniversary of the Park in 2022, and in part to keep the momentum going on
the larger negotiations with the Government of Canada.

Recruiting community members for remote interviews presented logis-
tical challenges in the initial months. It was difficult to decide on the most
appropriate medium to complete the interviews. Video conferencing would
have been preferred to conducting interviews over the phone, but internet
connectivity in remote places and comfort with emergent (and changing)
technologies posed challenges. In February 2021, ACFN hired Angela Marcel,
a Nation member with strong connections across the community, to directly
contact Elders and schedule remote interviews. The community made the de-
cision to complete the remaining interviews over the phone, which removed
a number of key barriers. Angela helped the team to schedule discussions
with twenty-nine individuals from ACFN and the wider community. Along
with committee members Lisa and Jay, Angela played a pivotal role in the
community engagement and in keeping the work moving forward.

Remote interviewing is not always ideal. A key characteristic of oral hist-
ory is its relationality—it is alive in ways that written texts are not. The inter-
active nature and physical and social context and delivery of the spoken word
are as important as the words themselves. In-person conversations breathe
with inflection, connection, emotion, gestures, facial expressions, and other
forms of body language. Remote interviews can strip words from context,
resulting in what some oral historians have termed disembodiment.’> To
some extent, this disembodiment is inevitable—even when interviews are
conducted in person, disembodiment occurs at the point of transcribing oral
interviews to writing—but it can be managed more effectively when talking
to someone in person. Another challenge came as the committee worked out
how to honour protocol and ceremony from a distance. Elders and commun-
ity leaders provided suggestions such as tobacco offerings. When these could
not be made in person, Elders suggested a digital tobacco offering. Others
requested that the tobacco be mailed to them along with their interview tran-
scription. Most members asked that we make offerings at our homes on their
behalf and say a prayer for them. Everyone received honoraria in advance of
their sharing. Where we had permissions, we digitally recorded the inter-
views and transcribed them. In two instances, interviewees requested that
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their interviews not be recorded, preferring instead that the interviewer take
notes and only make general references to the interview rather than directly
quoting them. Audio recordings and physical and digital transcriptions were
sent to all members who requested them, and copies of the recordings and
transcriptions are held and managed by the Nation.

Throughout the research process, we kept the dialogue open and fre-
quent. The committee met remotely every week after the pandemic began.
Where possible, we joined in larger community meetings to share and discuss
progress, including meetings with the Elders’ Council, Chief and Council,
and other members of ACFN staff and membership. The committee decided
we should send the physical transcripts, drafts, gifts, and thank you cards
by mail, either directly to those who participated or to the Nation office to
be hand-delivered to members during Treaty Days in June 2021. The pack-
ages included our phone numbers and email addresses with invitations to
review and comment on the material at any time. We followed up directly
with most of the interviewees by phone or email, and the committee com-
municated regularly with the wider community through ACFN’s quarterly
newsletter, the website and social media, and at other community gatherings.
Committee members, Elders, and Chief and Council reviewed iterations of
the report before ACFN submitted a strong draft in July 2021 to Ministers of
ECCC and CIRNAC and made it public through social media and news out-
lets. The steering committee also decided to treat the online report as a living
document that will evolve as additional feedback comes in, further evidence
is established, and ACFN continues to make progress on the government
negotiations.

Willow Springs staff regularly updated the writing based on community
reviews. For example, after reviewing an early draft of the report, committee
member and ACFN member Olivia Villebrun recommended that we place
more emphasis on the intergenerational nature of the Park’s impacts—espe-
cially on youth. Olivia described the loss of language that resulted from the
1944 membership transfer (described in Chapter 4) and the removals from
the wider territory, which compounded the violence of residential schools.
She explained that youth have suffered from this outcome in specific ways.
Her important feedback dramatically strengthened the section of the report
focused on impacts and led to an additional critical interpretation that we
had not previously considered—that Dene youth members’ connections
to language and knowledge in the present are critically influenced by Park
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policies that had interrupted knowledge transmission from Elders to youth
for generations. Many other important points of feedback from the steering
committee, Chief and Council, Elders, and the wider community contributed
to the strength of the final report. We resubmitted a revised report to the
government in early 2023. Likewise, Remembering Our Relations has been
shaped and reshaped by ongoing conversations.

Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation began discussions with represent-
atives from ECCC and CIRNAC in 2022 to obtain formal, public acknow-
ledgement and reparations for the damage caused to the Dénesytiné people
after the Park was created.” Once the negotiations started, Lisa Tssessaze
emphasized that the team should find a way to highlight and honour the
oral histories and testimony of Elders who have gone before. ACFN deter-
mined shortly thereafter that the initial research report should be reworked
into a book manuscript that would be owned by the community. We then
began to shift our focus to gathering everything together for Remembering
Our Relations. The book manuscript developed over roughly two years. Like
the original report, this book has also been centrally guided by the work of
the steering committee, as well as contributions from leadership, community
participants, Elders, and other ACFN members who had been involved with
the report.

There are a few important differences between this book and the original
report. The central distinction has to do with intentions: the report was writ-
ten with the goal of informing negotiations with governments, whereas this
book was written primarily to highlight and honour the oral history and ex-
periences of the community. The second difference has to do with the format.
The report integrates evidence from both written and oral archives with our
analysis and interpretations throughout. Dene oral histories are, of course,
deeply important to the report, and the key interpretations and themes of the
report are based on the oral histories. However, we felt the traditional report
style and the language used to communicate with governments was limiting,
not only in the extent to which we could directly incorporate oral history ex-
cerpts, but also in the levels to which the report could speak meaningfully to
community members. For this reason, we adopted a format in this book that
emphasizes the oral history. The goal was to gather stories by the community,
for the community, in ways that made some of the stories more accessible than
the report format could allow. Elder and member voices form the core of the
book. Because the steering committee also felt it was important to make some
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of the written sources accessible to readers, we worked with UCalgary Press
to include copies of several archival sources as an appendix to the e-book.
The steering committee also decided that samples of some of the interviews
should be included as audio recordings so that the voices of speakers could
be heard—especially the few that have been recorded in Dene. These passages
are linked throughout the book and are available online for listeners. ACFN
plans to host more digital audio recordings from the oral history interviews
on its website in the future.

Much of the existing writing in the report formed the basis for the chap-
ter introductions for this book. The committee and WSSS also took time to
identify the oral history passages to be included in each chapter, with the help
of interviewees. Oral histories included in each chapter were selected with ex-
plicit permissions from the speakers, who revised, removed, or added to their
testimony up until the final submission of the manuscript to the press. For
interviews with Elders who have since passed away that were recorded for pre-
vious community research projects such as the Treaty and Aboriginal Rights
Research interviews in the 1970s, we requested permissions from members
of the family and next-of-kin for inclusion in the work. The book manuscript
also underwent multiple layers of community review in addition to the aca-
demic peer review process. The steering committee, with recommendations
from Elders” Council, Chief and Council, and the ACFN board membership,
appointed a community review panel with three Elders: Edouard Trippe de
Roche, Keltie Paul, and Alice Rigney. Elder reviews and peer reviews were
central to the revisions and development of the manuscript. Elders and mem-
bers Rene Bruno, Jimmy Deranger, Kristi Deranger, Dora Flett, Garry Flett,
Lorraine Hoffman, Julie Mercredi, Hazel Mercredi, and Les Wiltzen reviewed
oral history transcripts and several sections of the manuscript. Several other
ACEFN Elders shared oral feedback during project updates at Elders’ meetings
and Treaty Days in Fort Chipewyan in 2021 and 2022.

ACFN Elders and members have made important contributions to the
many other moving parts that brought this book together. During summer
2022 ACFN hosted a title and cover contest, inviting members to propose
a title and design a book cover. ACFN Elder Leonard Flett’s watercolour
painting of wood bison won the competition and is the central image of the
Remembering Our Relations cover. Staff member Josh Holden worked with
Elder Cecilia Adam to develop titles in Dénesyhiné in summer 2023. This was
a critical development since, as discussed in the Introduction, there are few
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Dénesytiné oral history recordings in this book, and the committee wanted
to find other ways that the language could feature prominently. Youth mem-
bers have been involved in the public engagement, including through sharing
histories on social media and through an essay contest about the history and
impacts of the Park, which ACFN hosted in 2022.

Rose Ross and Lisa Tssessaze coordinated the work of obtaining permis-
sions and revisions from members whose testimony is included in the book,
and from next-of-kin for those who have since passed. They also drafted
many of the biographies included in the front matter of this book. Several
members and Elders wrote their own biographies, and other ACFN mem-
bers assisted in that process. Chief Allan Adam’s Foreword and Elder Alice
Rigney’s Preface provided a powerful opening to the rest of the book, setting
the tone for the narrative and demonstrating the intergenerational import-
ance of telling this story.

Conclusion

There is no doubt that this research process has been filled with comprom-
ise, especially in the surrounding context of the pandemic. We worked hard
to do things in a good way and in good relation, within the constraints the
circumstances posed. Out of necessity spurred by short timelines and the pan-
demic, we sacrificed some of the long-term engagement and organic, close-up
conversation that is so crucial to this kind of work. We have aimed nonethe-
less to approach our involvement with sensitivity and respect, taking Dene
knowledge, memory, history, and experience seriously and holding space to
ensure the community has the first and final say over the research process, the
story, and the outcomes. The power of this book comes from the community
members who graciously agreed to share their time and space, histories, and
often difficult and traumatic memories.

Remembering Our Relations is a call to return the land and a concerted
effort to honour, amplify, and reflect on the powerful work that has gone be-
fore and on this community’s resilient ways of being and knowing. That this
work continued in the face of deeply challenging global circumstances, and
amidst the many other crises it has faced in the past two years—including the
Imperial Oil tailings ponds leaks in Spring 2023 and a wildfire evacuation or-
der in summer 2023—is a testament to its value and importance to ACFN. It
is also evidence of the strength and creativity of Dénesyhiné people who have
always courageously stewarded their homelands and endured and resisted
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the violence of colonial transformations. It has been a deep honour, a joy, and
a great privilege to share in this journey.
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APPENDIX 2

List of Oral History Interviews From
2020-2021

Adam, Allan. Zoom interview with Sabina Trimble and Jay Telegdi, 2 February 2021. Fort
Chipewyan: ACFN, 2021.

Adam, Horace. Phone interview with Peter Fortna, 19 March 2021. Fort Chipewyan: ACFN,
2021.

Deranger, Jimmy. Phone interview with Peter Fortna, 24 March 2021. Fort Chipewyan:
ACFN, 2021.

Deranger, Fredoline Djeskelni. Phone interview with Sabina Trimble and Lisa Tssessaze, 19
March, 2021. Fort Chipewyan: ACFN, 2021.

Flett, Dora. Phone interview with Sabina Trimble, 19 March 2021. Fort Chipewyan: ACFN,
2021.

Flett, Garry. Zoom interview with Sabina Trimble, 3 and 16 December 2020. Fort
Chipewyan: ACFN, 2020.

Flett, Leonard. Phone interview with Peter Fortna, 30 April 2021. Fort Chipewyan: ACFN,
2021.

Flett, Scott. Phone interview with Sabina Trimble, 17 March 2021. Fort Chipewyan: ACFN,
2021.

Flett, John. Phone interview with Peter Fortna, 18 March 2021. Fort Chipewyan: ACEN,
2021.

Fraser, Jumbo. Phone interview with Sabina Trimble, 12 March, 2021. Fort Chipewyan:
ACEFN, 2021.

Ladouceur, Big Ray. Phone interview with Sabina Trimble, 18 March 2021. Fort Chipewyan:
ACFN, 2021.

Laviolette, Leslie. Phone interview with Sabina Trimble, 21 and 22 March 2021. Fort
Chipewyan: ACFN, 2021.

Marecel, Big John. Phone interview with Sabina Trimble, 18 March 2021. Fort Chipewyan:
ACEFN, 2021.

Marcel, John H. Phone interview with Peter Fortna, 30 April 2021. Fort Chipewyan: ACEN,
2021.
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Mercredi, Donalyn. Phone interview with Sabina Trimble, 11 March 2021. Fort Chipewyan:
ACEFN, 2021.

Ratfat, Ernie (Joe). Phone interview with Sabina Trimble, 19 March, 2021. Fort Chipewyan:
ACFN, 2021.

Trippe de Roche, Edouard and Keltie Paul. Phone interview with Sabina Trimble and Jay
Telegdi, 25 November 2020. Fort Chipewyan: ACFN, 2020.

Rigney, Alice. Phone interview with Sabina Trimble, 16 and 17 March 2021. Fort Chipewyan:
ACEFN, 2021.

Simpson, Mary (Cookie). Phone interview with Sabina Trimble, 12 March 2021. Fort
Chipewyan: ACFN, 2021.

Stevens, Lori. Zoom interview with Sabina Trimble, 25 May 2021. Fort Chipewyan: ACFN,
2021.

Tourangeau, Beverly. Phone interview with Sabina Trimble, 21 March 2021. Fort Chipewyan:
ACFN, 2021.

Wiltzen, Leslie. Zoom interview with Sabina Trimble, 21 January 2021. Fort Chipewyan:
ACEFN, 2021.

ANONYMOUS INTERVIEWS WITH TRANSCRIPTIONS

ACFN Elder. Phone interview with Sabina Trimble and Peter Fortna, 11 March 2021. Fort
Chipewyan: ACFN, 2021.

ACFN Elder. Phone interview with Sabina Trimble, 16 March 2021. Fort Chipewyan: ACEN,
2021.

ACFN Elder. Phone interview with Peter Fortna, 16 March 2021. Fort Chipewyan: ACFN,
2021.

ACFN Elder. Phone interview with Sabina Trimble, 18 March 2021. Fort Chipewyan: ACFN,
2021.
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APPENDIX 3

Digital Copies of Archival Documents

Scan QR codes to view archival documents online

CHAPTER 2

2.1

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4
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the Chipewyan people of Athabasca River, Birch River, Peace River,
Slave River and Gull River, and the Cree Indians of Gull River and
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Notes

NOTES TO PREFACE

1

Alice is referring to the Dene settlement near Lake Claire and Birch River that was
taken up by (incorporated into) the expansion of Wood Buffalo National Park in 1926.

Another name for Holy Angels Residential School, located in Fort Chipewyan, Alberta.

Ester Piché had to relocate to Jackfish near Frezie Lake in the Peace-Athabasca Delta.
This is now Chipewyan 201, an ACFN reserve.

NOTES TO ACFN ELDERS’ DECLARATION

1

The Lower Athabasca Regional Plan (LARP) was developed by the Alberta government
in 2012 as a regional plan meant to guide “future resource decisions while considering
environmental, social and economic impacts.” Many Indigenous communities
expressed concerns with the plan when it was first adopted by the government,
concerns which, by and large, have yet to be meaningfully addressed. Many (though
not all) of ACFN’s concerns with the plan are well documented in ACFN, Athabasca
Chipewyan First Nation Advice to the Government of Alberta Regarding the Lower
Athabasca Regional Plan, Provided to the Land Use Secretariat, 22 November

2010, https://landuse.alberta.ca/Forms%20and%20Applications/RFR_ACFN%20
Response%20to%20LARP%20Panel%20I1R%206%20-%20Advice_2014-11-14_PUBLIC.
pdf.

Additional recommendations can be found in Pat Marcel, Carolyn Whittaker, and
Craig Candler, Nih Boghodi: We Are the Stewards of Our Land: An ACFN Stewardship
Strategy for Thunzea, et’thén and Dechen Ydghe Ejere (Woodland Caribou, Barren-
Ground Caribou and Wood Bison), (Fort Chipewyan, AB: Athabasca Chipewyan
First Nation, 2012), https://landuse.alberta.ca/Forms%20and%20Applications/RFR _
ACFN%20Reply%20t0%20IR%204%20Nih%20Boghodi_2014-12-01_PUBLIC.pdf.

NOTES TO INTRODUCTION

1

Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society (CPAWS), “On the 100" Anniversary of Wood
Buffalo National Park, Chief Allan Adam Sets the Record Straight on Park Founder
who Starved Indigenous People,” news release, 12 December 2022, https://cpaws.org/
on-the-100th-anniversary-of-wood-buffalo-national-park-chief-allan-adam-sets-the-
record-straight-on-park-founder-who-starved-indigenous-people.

265



266

We use two names in this book when referring the people of ACFN and their ancestors:
Dénesyhiné and Dene. ACFN oral histories tell us that there are several names that
refer to the people and their profound connections to the land, water, and all living and
non-living relations in ACFN homelands, including Ethhen eldeli Dene, which refers
to the relationship between the people and the caribou, and K’ai Tailé Dene, which
translates to the “real people of the blanket willows.” For this project, Elders told us that
the preferred name is Dénesytiné, referring to both the language and the people, and
translating roughly to “the real people.” They noted as well that it is common to shorten
this to Dene. We typically avoid use of the name Chipewyan, which is a misnomer that
government officials, church representatives, and academics have applied for many
decades. The exceptions are when we directly quote a document or interview that uses
the name or refer to the historical political designation for ACFN—the Chipewyan
Band.

Andrew Woolford and Jeff Benvenuto, “Canada and colonial genocide,” Journal of
Genocide Research 17, no. 4 (2015): 381.

See Patrick Wolfe, “Settler colonialism and the elimination of the native,” Journal of
Genocide Research 8, no. 4 (2006): 387-409; Woolford and Benvenuto, “Canada and
colonial genocide”; Matthew Wildcat, “Fearing social and cultural death: genocide
and elimination in settler colonial Canada—an Indigenous perspective,” Journal of
Genocide Research 17, no. 4 (2015): 391-409.

Sabina Trimble and Peter Fortna, A History of Wood Buffalo National Park’s Relations
with the Dénesyliné: Final Report, 10 August 2021, https://drive.google.com/
file/d/1T8ZgZ AwW4cHielOR_EKLf5dVfMFicUhB/view. A discussion of the work of
both ACFN and WSSS, and of the relationships, approach, and processes that led to
the original report and this book, is included as “Appendix 1: Building a community-
directed work of oral history.”

Ramsar Sites Information Services, Canada 7: Peace-Athabasca Delta, Alberta.
Information Sheet on Ramsar Wetlands, Last updated 2001, https://rsis.ramsar.org/
RISapp/files/RISrep/CA241RIS.pdf.

Wood Buffalo National Park lists the following First Nation and Métis communities as
its Indigenous partners in Alberta: Mikisew Cree First Nation, Athabasca Chipewyan
First Nation, Fort Chipewyan Métis, Little Red River Cree First Nation, and Smith
Landing First Nation. Northwest Territories partners are: Salt River First Nation, Fort
Smith Métis Council, K’atl'odeeche First Nation, Hay River Métis Council, Deninu Kue
First Nation, and Fort Resolution Métis Council.

Archaeological evidence and oral traditions suggest that the presence of ancestors

in the area dates back at least 7,000 years, and there is archaeological evidence of the
ways of life and movements specifically of the Taltheilei, whom ACFN considers direct
ancestors, that dates back roughly 3,000 years. See ACFN, Footprints on the Land,
20-24. ACFN Elders have shared volumes of oral tradition, history, and knowledge
about the territories and Dene ways of life in community histories, TLU studies, and
many other forums. See for example Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation, Footprints on
the Land: Tracing the Path of the Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation (Fort Chipewyan:
ACFN, 2003); Craig Candler, the Firelight Group Research Cooperative and ACFN,
Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation Integrated Knowledge and Land Use Report and
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11
12

13

14

15
16

Assessment for Shell Canada’s Proposed Jackpine Mine Expansion and Pierre River Mine
(2011), https://ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/documents_staticpost/59540/82080/Appendix_D_-_
Part_01.pdf; Patricia McCormack, Research Report: An Ethnohistory of the Athabasca
Chipewyan First Nation, 2 September 2012, https://ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/documents_
staticpost/59540/82080/Appendix_D_-_Part_03.pdf.

McCormack, Research Report, 131; see also ACFN, Footprints on the Land, 32.
ACEFN, Footprints on the Land, 9.
Maxwell Graham to J.B. Harkin, 7 December 1912, LAC RG 85, vol. 665, file 3911, pt. 1.

Leaders of the Chipewyan Band (the former name of ACFN) signed Treaty 8 in July
1899. The understanding and intent of the Treaty from Dene perspectives is discussed at
greater length in Chapter 2. According to oral histories and archival documents, Dene
leaders resolutely negotiated with Crown representatives for several days to ensure
their rights, lives, and ways of life would not be impeded by the agreement. Like other
Numbered Treaties, one term of Treaty 8 was the Crown’s agreement to pay annuities to
those registered as members of the First Nations who had signed. The annuity payment
was set at $25 for the Chief, $15 for those the Commissioners called “Headmen” in the
records (councillors and other leaders) and $5 for other members. The transfer from the
Chipewyan Band annuity list to the Cree Band annuity list referred to here took place
in 1944 and is discussed at greater length in Chapter 4.

As cited in Claudia Notzke, Aboriginal Peoples and Natural Resources in Canada
(Concord, ON: Captus University Press, 1994), 246.

See, for example, Megan Youdelis, ““They could Take You out for Coffee and Call it
Consultation!’: The Colonial Antipolitics of Indigenous Consultation in Jasper National
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Youdelis et.al., ““Wilderness’ revisited: Is Canadian park management moving beyond
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Johnston and Mason, “The Paths to Realizing Reconciliation,” 4.
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See, for example, Ted Binnema and Melanie Niemi, “‘Let the line be drawn now’:
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Watershed (Edmonton: University of Alberta Press, 2007); Courtney Mason, Spirit
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Coffee”; Youdelis et. al., ““Wilderness’ revisited.”
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see Daniel Brockington and James Igoe, “Eviction for Conservation: A Global
Overview,” Conservation and Society 4, no. 3 (2006): 424-470; John M. Mackenzie,
The Empire of Nature: Hunting, Conservation and British imperialism (Manchester:
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Nuwéné Wildland Provincial Park, “Decision to Establish Kitaskino Nuwéné Wildland
Provincial Park,” https://www.albertaparks.ca/albertaparksca/about-parks/public-
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Wood Buftalo National Park is located in the heart of Dénesytiné homelands,
where Dene people have lived from time immemorial. Central to the creation,
expansion, and management of this park, Canada’s largest at nearly 45, 000
square kilometers, was the eviction of Dénesytiné people from their home,
the forced separation of Dene families, and restriction of their Treaty rights.

Remembering Our Relations tells the history of Wood Buffalo National Park
from a Dene perspective and within the context of Treaty 8. Oral history and
testimony from Dene Elders, knowledge-holders, leaders, and community
members place Dénesytiné voices first. With supporting archival research, this
book demonstrates how the founding, expansion, and management of Wood
Buffalo National Park fits into a wider pattern of promises broken by settler
colonial governments managing land use throughout the twentieth and
twenty-first centuries.

By prioritizing Dénesytiné histories Remembering Our Relations deliberately
challenges how Dene experiences have been erased, and how this erasure

has been used to justify violence against Dénesytiné homelands and people.
Amplifying the voices and lives of the past, present, and future, Remembering
Our Relations is a crucial step in the journey for healing and justice Dénesytiné
peoples have been pursuing for over a century.

ATHABASCA CHIPEWYAN FIRST NATION is a Dene community. They are the K’ai
Tailé Dénesytiné. They have occupied this region for thousands of years, continuing
their traditions today just as their ancestors did before them. As stewards of the region,
they have a deep understanding of their land and are committed to creating a better
world for the next generation.

SABINA TRIMBLE is a research director at Willow Springs Strategic Solutions.
She is also a PhD candidate at the University of Kent in Canterbury, England.

PETER FORTNA is a co-owner and principal at Willow Springs Strategic
Solutions, a social sciences and humanities research consultancy based in
Treaty 7 and Treaty 8 Territories.
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