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As both a riveting biography of a region’s most important resource 
and a learned chronicle of the province’s wildcat culture and 
populist heritage, The Boom is a timely must-read.

—Darren Dochuk, author of Anointed With Oil: How Christianity  
and Crude Made Modern America

A fascinating account that challenges the “oil patch legends,”  
but more importantly places them in the context of the social, 
economic and legal developments that shaped Alberta through  
the 20th century.

—Graham Taylor, professor emeritus, Trent University

When the Calgary Petroleum Products’s Dingman No. 1 Well began 
operation in Turner Valley on May 14, 1914, it unleashed a spectacular 
frenzy of greed and excess. Fortunes were made and lost on paper as over 
500 companies were created to exploit this new natural wealth. But only 
fifty ever drilled for oil, and as the small investors who lost big clamored for 
answers the Alberta oil industry began to look like one big swindle. 

The Boom is a history of the Turner Valley era that rescues the miscreants 
and charlatans from obscurity. Industry historian Paul Chastko returns 
the larger-than-life promoters, wildcatters, and oil evangelists to the story, 
showing the ways that Albertans, determined to overcome the obstacles of 
economics, geography, geology, and the market, made a conscious choice 
to pursue petroleum development even as the widespread opinion was that 
the industry was rife with fraud. This oil culture, founded on a bedrock of 
entrepreneurialism, bootstrap individualism, and the unfettered market,  
was the engine of the Turner Valley Boom, and continues to give Alberta  
its swagger. 

PAUL CHASTKO is an associate professor of History at the University of Calgary. 
He is a recognized expert in the history of the North American petroleum 
industry, with a focus on political, social, economic, and environmental 
challenges. Paul is the author of Developing Alberta’s Oil Sands: From Karl  
Clark to Kyoto.  




